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BUSH’S APPROVAL RATING

Key

Each data point represents Bush’s monthly approval rating. Information 
from Pew Research Center for the People & the Press survey.
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By Anthony Capps
 and Zach Thompson
Daily Staff Writers

The 43rd president of the United States will 
leave the Oval Office in four days and leaves the 
nation in an unpopular war and a recession.

James McCormick, professor and chairman 
of the political science department, said Presi-
dent George W. Bush will be remembered by two 
events that also shaped his foreign policy – the 
Sept. 11 attacks and the War in Iraq.

The home front
Bush has had an approval rating ranging be-

tween the lower 90s to the upper 20s. He currently 
has a 24 percent approval rating, according to the 
most recent poll by the Pew Research Center for 
the People & the Press.

“Approval was a lack of political skill on the 
administration’s part,” said Dirk Deam, senior lec-
turer in political science. “It was like nothing we’ve 
really seen in the presidency before. I’ve never re-
ally seen Bush look concerned about his legacy or 
how history will treat him.”

Deam said the downfall of the president was 
his inability to connect with the public as well as 
the administration’s lack of contact with other 
branches of government.

“Hurricane Katrina was not the first time the 
president and his people fouled up, it was just the 
first time it was apparent,” Deam said. “It showed 
that he was not the most well-connected to both 
the people and the government.”

A presidential administration is 
supposed to meet and communi-
cate with the legislators, states, fed-
eral agencies and local governments, 
Deam said. However, this has not 
been seen often during the last eight 
years.

In addition, Deam said, the ad-
ministration was clouded in secrecy. 
And while it is common in every 
presidential administration, Deam 
said it has been much more noticeable recently.

“The extreme secrecy here is quite unusual,” 
Deam said. “This and other policies all stem from 
being in a wartime period. There has been some 
disregard for the Constitution on his part.”

By Deb Riechmann
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Unpopular but unbowed, 
President George W. Bush defended his tumultu-
ous two terms in a farewell address to the nation 
Thursday night, claiming a hard-won record of 
achievement. Reaching back to the Sept. 11 at-

tacks, when the public rallied 
behind him, Bush declared the 
United States will “never tire, nev-
er falter and never fail.”

Leaving office with the high-
est disapproval rating since Rich-
ard Nixon, Bush said, “You may 
not agree with some of the tough 
decisions I have made, but I hope 
you can agree that I was willing to 
make the tough decisions.”

A bookend to eight years 
indelibly marked by terrorism, two wars and re-
cessions, the 13-minute speech was Bush’s last 
opportunity before he leaves office Tuesday to 
defend his presidency and craft a first draft of 
his legacy for historians. He spoke from the East 

Room of the White House with just 112 hours left 
in office.

His next scheduled public appearance will be 
greeting President-elect Barack Obama on Inau-
guration Day at the White House’s North Portico.

Seemingly upbeat and confident, Bush called 
the inauguration of Obama, the first black presi-
dent, a “moment of hope and pride” for America.

“Standing on the steps of the Capitol will be a 
man whose history reflects the enduring promise 
of our land,” he said.

Defiant until the end, the nation’s 43rd presi-
dent claimed foreign policy successes in Iraq and 
Afghanistan while crediting his administration 
with improving public schools, creating a new 
Medicare prescription drug benefit and finding 
more money for veterans. With the United States 
facing the worst financial crisis in generations, 
Bush said his White House took “decisive mea-
sures” to safeguard the economy.

The  bottom line, Bush said, is there have been 
“good days and tough days” during his term.

On that, even critics would agree.
Self-assurance gave way to nostalgia as soon 

as Bush left the podium. He walked alone down 
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“It’s really a negative 
way to leave; I’m not 
going to remember 
him well. Most com-
ments I hear are 
negative — I hear 
people are happy he’s 
leaving.” 
—Brooke Reinhart, freshman in 

early childhood education

“I will remember him for going to 
war unprepared, with bad rea-
sons, and killing a bunch of 18 and 
19-year-olds and admitting there 
were no nuclear weapons there. He 
cheated a bunch of people out of 
their lives and parents out of 
grandchildren. I will remember 
him for going in to war basically 
just to protect his dad’s legacy.” 
 — Zach Heisler, freshman in pre-business 

“I think a lot of people are 
going to know him from the 
mistakes he has made, but 
maybe over time they’ll 
realize he didn’t mess up as 
bad. They’ll have more respect 
for him.” 
 —Liz Rieke, sophomore in dietetics - agri-

culture and life sciences

“He’s a money waster — money 
spent on the war, him getting us 
in to this recession we are in — 
money spent in other ways that 
shouldn’t have been wasted.” 

—Brandon Lee, sophomore in open option 

Liberal Arts and Sciences
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“I know a lot of people who didn’t 
like him, but I’m a Christian and I 
know he stands firm on his beliefs. 
He has a lot of plans for schools that 
teach evolution to teach Christian-
ity as well. I’ll remember him as 
a man who stands firmly on his 
beliefs.”  
— Peter Liu, freshman in kinesiology and health 

“He gave me the oppor-
tunity to go to Iraq.”
—Jared Morford, senior in history 

“I think people 
will remember 
Bush for 9/11 
and for getting us 
into war            — a war 
that a lot of people don’t 
think we needed to 
fight.” —Erin Kelley, freshman 

in chemical engineering  


