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Basketball 
Conquers all

Heather Ezell and Craig Brackins will be called upon to help conquer any adversity the new season brings 

Every starter is back in an attempt to 
go deep into the NCAA tournament

After losing 3 starters, the men hope 
to change the direction of the program
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Heather Ezell, senior point guard for the ISU women’s basketball team, and Craig Brackins, sophomore power forward for the ISU men’s basketball team, hope to lead 
their teams to the postseason. Photo: Jon Lemons/Iowa State Daily
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BRACKINS A man in the middle
Craig Brackins searches for consistency amid 
flashes of brilliance in freshman campaign

NEW BLOOD 5 new freshmen
New players called upon to fill in holes left by Jiri 
Hubalek, Rahshon Clark and Wesley Johnson

FREED Lucca Staiger is back
Staiger will see his first collegiate playing time.
What should fans expect of him?

BIG 12 Men’s conference breakdown
Kansas will try to defend its Big 12 title against 
Oklahoma, Texas and Baylor.

SHARPSHOOTER Ezell prepares to lead
Heather Ezell enters her senior season,
after learning valuable lessons last year.

WE’RE BACK Cyclones feature deep bench
Experience is key for a team that returns every key 
player from last season’s NCAA Tournament run.

SO FRESH 4 freshmen join Cyclones
Despite an experienced team, opportunities for 
playing time still exist for freshman point guards.

AUSSIE Alison Lacey enters her third year
Team’s leading scorer will try to get used to a differ-
ent position after filling in at point guard last year.

IRISH Cyclones add another foreign talent
Claire Rockall played for a championship team in 
Ireland. Now she brings that experience to Ames.

BIG 12 Women’s conference breakdown
Iowa State picked to challenge top teams in league 
with experienced lineup. 
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By Luke Plansky
Daily Staff Writer

Power forward Craig Brackins was the highest-
rated ISU basketball recruit since Marcus Fizer, a 
1997 McDonald’s All-American who became the 
school’s highest-ever NBA draft pick. 

But as a freshman, Brackins was an inconsis-
tent secondary option. 

“In all honesty, until the end of the year … Jiri 
Hubalek was our first option on the block, and 
Craig was facing up somewhere, stretching the 
defense, not plugging [the lane] up for Jiri,” coach 
Greg McDermott said. “That role has changed. He 
has to be that go-to scorer on the block.” 

The 6-foot-10 sophomore showed flashes 
of great potential last season, scoring 20 or more 
points five times. But Brackins also scored eight 
or fewer points 12 times, and needed time to im-
prove defensively against older players. 

A big man with a long shooting range, Brackins 

was one of 28 www.rivals.com five-star recruits in 
the 2007 recruiting class. Thirteen of those players 
were selected in the NBA Draft this summer. 

The Cyclones’ top three scorers from last sea-
son also are gone, leaving Brackins as the only 
proven scorer. He became the third ISU player to 
start every game as freshman last season, averag-

ing 11.4 points and five rebounds per contest. 
Senior center Alex Thompson is the only Cy-

clone with more than one season of Div. I experi-
ence, while the rest of the front-court rotation will 
be manned by a group of newcomers.

McDermott said that consistency will be the 
key for the Cyclones’ marquee player this season.

“We can’t have a 25-point game one night and 
a four-point night the next,” McDermott said. “It’s 
a lot of weight to put on a sophomore’s shoulders, 
but I’m hopeful that Craig can handle that.” 

Brackins said being consistent is “more of a 
mindset” than anything else, and that in the past 
he dwelled on missed shots. 

“If I was struggling at the beginning, I’d let it 
mess with me the whole game,” he said. 

The Cyclones’ Big 12 opener against Baylor last 
season exemplified his versatility and potential. 
Brackins hit eight three-pointers and scored 33 
points, and both stats were ISU records for a fresh-
man. 

Aside from that game, however, Brackins made 
13 of 65 three-point attempts, or 20 percent, last 
season. He said he feels more comfortable playing 
in the post, but worked on his perimeter game in 
the off-season. 

“You kind of have to have everything,” Brack-
ins said. “I mean, there are a lot of great players out 
there that can do a lot of different things, so I’m 
trying to be one of those players that can just do 
it all.” 

A large part of that responsibility will be be-
coming an improved defender and rebounder. 
Hubalek and Rahshon Clark graduated as the 
team’s two leading rebounders, and the Cyclones 
will likely have to play a guard at the small forward 
position through the beginning of the season. 

Thompson, who is expected to start alongside 
Brackins, said the pair will have to communicate 
on defense and play off of each other on offense. 

“Craig is really talented. He’s going to grab a 
lot of attention,” Thompson said. “Hopefully, we’ll 
have some good chemistry together.” 

Thompson played in every game last season, 
averaging 12.7 minutes and 2.1 points per game. 
McDermott said Thompson is playing with more 
confidence on the offensive end this season, while 
developing into a de-facto leader. 

“He has really come out of his shell, in some re-
gards — still not to the level we would like, from a 
leadership standpoint,” McDermott said, “but guys 
are going to him, and he’s got to answer the ques-
tions when a freshman approaches [him]. And the 
more he has had to do that, the more comfortable 
he is doing it … He sets an example with his effort 
and his work ethic, and now he is having to do it 
vocally as well. And I think it is bringing him a level 
of confidence that he didn’t have before.” 

Junior college transfer Jamie Vanderbeken — a 
6-foot-11, 245-pound forward — is expected to be 
one of the Cyclones’ main front-court contribu-
tors, but has been working through several ankle 
sprains and a strained quadriceps muscle in his 
leg. 

McDermott said Vanderbeken was brought in 
to “make three-point shots to stretch the defense” 
and prevent double teams on Brackins, who has 
worked handling double teams during the off-
season. 

Vanderbeken originally committed to Iowa out 
of high school in Belleville, Ontario. Because of dif-
ferences between Canadian and American high 
school transcripts, he said, some of his core classes 
didn’t transfer. 

Hawkeye coaches sent him Tyler Junior Col-
lege in Tyler, Texas for two seasons. He then com-
mitted to Iowa State over interest from Michigan 
State, UCLA, Illinois and others – but not Iowa. 

“I committed to [former Iowa coach Steve] 
Alford,” Vanderbeken said. “And after he left, they 
had really no reason to recruit me, I guess.” 

Freshman Justin Hamilton (6-11, 255), L.A. 
Pomlee (6-8, 235) and Clinton Mann (6-7, 230) are 
also vying for playing time. McDermott said he 
would like to redshirt one of the big men before 
the Nov. 14 season opener against UC-Davis. 

Hamilton’s size is unique to the roster, but he 
missed much of the summer with leg injuries, in-
cluding a stress fracture that required him to wear 
a supportive boot through September. 

“He really missed a lot of conditioning that 
the other guys were able to perform in the sum-
mer and even into the fall,” McDermott said. “So 
for him to be doing what he’s doing in practice, 
when he is not in shape, has been a nice surprise 
for us. We haven’t had a guy, 6-10 and a half, 6-11, 
250 pounds, on our roster the last couple years. 
And he just gives us an option that we haven’t had 
before.”
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CRAIG

BRACKINS : Consistency needed for go-to forward

Craig Brackins scored 20 or more points five times in his freshman season, but 
also went through a mid-season slump. Photo: Jon Lemons/Iowa State Daily

Flashes of brilliance, need 
for improvement define 
top returning ISU scorer



Michael Zogg
Daily Staff Writer

Out with the old, in with the 
new.

After losing last year’s top 
two scorers in Jiri Hubalek (12.4 
points per game), and Wesley 
Johnson (12.4 ppg) and losing 
their team leader and top de-
fender in Rahshon Clark, the 
Cyclones are turning to their 
freshmen class to help pick up 
the slack right away — and so 
far, they like what they see. 

This year’s crop of freshmen 
includes five players, four of 
whom are expected to get some 
playing time. 

Coach Greg McDermott said 
he would like to redshirt one of 
the three freshmen forwards, 
Clinton Mann (6-foot-7), L.A. 
Pomlee (6-foot-8) and Justin 
Hamilton (6-foot-11). McDer-
mott is not sure which player 
will redshirt this season, saying 
it depends on how each player 
looks through the final few 
weeks of the preseason. 

The remaining freshmen are 
expected to play a pivotal role. 

“They are a good group, and 
obviously several of them are go-
ing to see floor time this season 
and we are counting on them,” 
McDermott said. 

Iowa State will use the fresh-
men to not only fill some of the 
holes left by departing players, 
but also to improve on some of 
the weaknesses from last sea-
son. 

“We have added some size 
with Justin and [JUCO transfer] 
Jamie [Vanderbeken] and L.A. 
and we’ve added a true point 
guard in Dominique Buckley 
and a great shooter with Wes 
Eikmeier,” McDermott said. 

But regardless of skill, the 
new freshmen will have to 

learn the Cyclones’ offense and 
defensive schemes in order to 
contribute to the team. Buckley 
has a head start on the offense, 
however. 

“The offense is a lot easier 
because we ran the same of-
fense in high school, so it came 
kind of came naturally to me,” 
Buckley said. “Defense is still a 
struggle for me right now, but 
I feel like I’ve made a lot more 
progress.” 

The other freshmen have to 
learn both the offense and de-
fense from scratch. 

“It’s coming, it takes time, 
and it doesn’t happen over night, 
but there has been consistent 
improvement and the carryover 
from day to day has been good,” 
McDermott said. “Obviously, 
we have a long way to go before 
Nov. 14, and the lights come on 
for real, but so far so good.” 

Despite the learning curve, 
the team is expecting big things 
from this year’s freshmen. 

“They all seem really com-
fortable ... at first the workload is 
a lot for anybody to handle, but 
they seem ready and I expect a 
lot from them,” guard Cameron 
Lee said. 
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Dominique Buckley leads “good group” of freshmen to help replace Jiri Hubalek, Rahshon Clark and Wesley 
Johnson. This year’s freshmen will be counted on to provide outside shooting, defense, rebounding and pos-
sibly leadership, with Buckley at the point guard position. Photo: Jon Lemons/Iowa State Daily

2008
FRESHMEN:  Youngsters fill departing starters’ void

DOMINIQUE
BUCKLEY

CLINTON
MANN

L.A.
POMLEE

JUSTIN
HAMILTON

With key players 
gone, Cyclones 
count on new 
players for help

WES
EIKMEIER

Notes: Buckley is the only 
true point guard on the team, 
McDermott said. He came to the 
Cyclones as the 124th best col-
lege recruit in the country. 
McDermott said that, while he 
is unsure who will start at point 
guard, Buckley will definitely get 
playing time to start the season. 
McDermott says: “He makes 
some nice plays for his team-
mates. You have to respect 
him as a jump shooter, but his 
attitude is great; his work ethic 
has been great.”

Position: guard

Number: 1

Height: 6-foot-2

Weight: 205 lbs.

Position: forward

Number: 33

Height: 6-foot-7

Weight: 230 lbs.

Position: forward

Number: 34

Height: 6-foot-8

Weight: 235 lbs.

Position: center

Number: 41

Height: 6-foot-11

Weight: 255 lbs.

Position: guard

Number: 12

Height: 6-foot-3

Weight: 170 lbs.

Notes: Manns was a Class 5A 
all-state, first team selection last 
year en route to a third place fin-
ish in the State Tournament. 
He averaged 18.1 points and 
9.4 rebounds as a senior. If 
he doesn’t get redshirted, the 
Cyclones will probably look to 
Manns for interior defense and 
rebounding. 
McDermott says: “Clint Manns 
brought some good energy to 
the team with his hustle on the 
defensive end. I think he is ready 
to rebound and help us in that 
regard.”

Notes: Pomlee is the thirty-
eigth best power forward in the 
class of 2008, according to 
www.scout.com. 
As a senior, Pomlee averaged a 
double-double with 15.4 points 
and 10.1 rebounds per game. 
He also led the conference in 
shooting percentage, with 63.8 
percent from the floor. 
McDermott says: “Pomlee is 
doing some nice things ... He is 
catching on and he really wants 
to be a player.” 

Notes: Hamilton spent the 
offseason hobbled by various 
leg injuries and was unable to 
participate in summer condition-
ing and workouts. 
The coaches say they are 
pleased with how he has 
looked so far in practice and are 
excited. 
McDermott says: “We haven’t 
had a guy, 6-10-and-a-half, 
6-11, 250 pounds on our roster 
the last couple of years and 
he just gives us an option we 
haven’t had before.”

Notes: Eikmeier is one of the 
players the Cyclones are hoping 
will stretch opposing defenses 
with his three-point shooting 
— one of last season’s more 
glaring weaknesses. 
Coaches say he has impressed 
them with his spot up shooting 
ability, and also with his ability to 
get to the basket and create. 
McDermott says: “Wes Eikmeier 
is doing what we hoped he 
would do. He can put the ball in 
the basket... Our program is just 
not at a place right now where 
we can afford to redshirt him.” 
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: Ready to step in to Hilton’s spotlight
LUCCA

STAIGER

 
By Kyle Oppenhuizen
Daily Staff Writer

It’s been a year since Lucca Staiger 
found out he would have to sit out his 
freshman year as an ISU basketball 
player. 

As a new season starts and Staiger 
prepares to take a collegiate court for 
the first time, fans and media wonder, 
how will he respond? 

“I’ve never seen him play in a game 
either, so join the club,” coach Greg Mc-
Dermott said. 

In another unfortunate turn for 
Staiger, that debut may have to wait a 
little longer, thanks to a minor knee in-
jury that could keep him out of the first 
few games. But the sophomore from 

Blaustein, Germany, says he is ready to 
get back on the court, after being de-
clared ineligible last season for playing 
in what the NCAA determined to be a 
professional organization. 

McDermott is also ready for “the 
only big guard” in the program to play, 
but has a warning: Be careful with ex-
pectations. 

“Our fans need to be careful about 
what they expect out of him,” McDer-
mott said. “This is a young guy that’s 
been through a lot, that’s never played 
on this stage before, and he’s become 
kind of a folk hero because our fans ap-
preciate how much he loved Iowa State 
and how much he cared about Iowa 
State.” 

In fact, a popular cheer last season 
coming out of the Cyclone Alley stu-
dent section called for the NCAA to 
“free Lucca.” Staiger said people would 
come up to him in public and talked to 
him about the situation. 

“I think they really felt a connec-
tion with him and I think there’s some 

Lucca Staiger sat out his freshman year and is now ready to get on the stage but will not debut at 
full strength, coming off a minor knee injury. Shing Kai Chan/Iowa State Daily

Be careful with high
hopes for ‘folk hero,’
McDermott warns
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expectations there, simply be-
cause people want him to do 
well; because they want the 
kid to get a break; because they 
know what he’s been through,” 
McDermott said. 

Staiger acknowledged it was 
hard to stay positive, but appre-
ciated the fans’ support. None 
the less, “the pressure is there, of 
course, but that’s just how it is,” 
he said. 

In early practices, before 
Staiger’s knee injury, teammate 
Bryan Petersen said he could 
see Staiger’s excitement, but 
could also see anxiety. McDer-
mott said he could foresee that 
excitement affecting Staiger’s 
play early in the season. 

“We will have to ease him 
into the lineup to make sure he 
doesn’t do too much too fast,” 
McDermott said. “I’m sure he’ll 
be excited. There’ll be some ner-
vous energy; it’s going to impact 
his play, and we’ll have to try to 
manage that the best we can.” 

Petersen said he didn’t expect 
any kind of drop-off in Staiger’s 
play after sitting out a whole 
year. Staiger was still allowed to 
practice with the team last sea-
son, and went home to play for 
Germany’s U20 FIBA European 
Division B team, where he aver-
aged 10.3 point per game. 

“We’re seeing what we saw 
all of last year in practice. He’s 
a really good shooter and he’s a 
good passer too.” Petersen said. 

McDermott said Staiger has 
a “great understanding of the 
game” and makes his team-
mates better. He also said ad-
justments are needed in his 
playing style. 

“He’s maybe unselfish to 
a fault,” McDermott said. “He 
probably turns down some 
shots that I need him to take 
and we need him to take, and 
not often do you have to yell at 
guys to shoot. But that has hap-
pened with me and Lucca on 
several occasions during the 
preseason.” 

With Iowa State losing three 
of its leading scorers and re-
bounders in Rahshon Clark, Jiri 
Hubalek and Wesley Johnson, 
Staiger’s success becomes even 
more important for a team in 
search of experience. McDer-

mott said Staiger’s ability to re-
bound is better than any other 
guard on this year’s roster. 

Staiger got to experience the 
Hilton Coliseum atmosphere 
last season, as he was forced 
to watch the games from the 
stands. “Every game I wanted 
to be out there really badly,” he 
said. 

Now, McDermott hopes 
Staiger’s debut in front of the 
home-town fans won’t be over-
whelming. 

“It’s unfortunate that the deal 
went down last year … Lucca 

could have gained some valu-
able experience and got some 
of the butterflies out of the way,” 
McDermott said. 

“Those are all still coming 
when he plays in front of a big 
crowd for the first time. It’ll be a 
first for him.” 

Senior guard Sean Haluska 
said he hopes that “first” comes 
sooner rather than later. 

“Hopefully we can get him 
back on the floor as soon as 
possible, because we’re going 
to need him this year,” Haluska 
said. 

Coach Greg McDermott warned fans to “be careful  
about what they expect” out of inexperienced Staiger. 
Shing Kai Chan/Iowa State Daily
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By Luke Plansky
Daily Staff Writer

The tradition-laden Kansas 
men’s basketball team is tied 
with perennial-doormat Bay-
lor for third in the Big 12 head 
coaches’ pre-season poll.

Growing pains are expected 
for the defending-NCAA cham-
pion Jaywalks, who had five 
players picked in the NBA draft. 
Meanwhile the Bears return 
nearly their entire rotation from 
their first NCAA Tournament 
trip in 20 years.

Here is an overview of the 
entire Big 12 conference, sorted 
in order of the coaches’ rank-
ings. 

1. Oklahoma
Last year: 23-12, 9-7 Big 12; 

lost in second round of NCAA 
Tournament to Louisville, 78-
48.

Returning starters: 4
Key Returners: 6-10 Blake 

Griffin, PF, so., 14.7 ppg., 9.1 rpg.; 
Tony Crocker, SG, jr., 11.3 ppg.; 
Austin Johnson, PG, sr., 8.6 ppg., 
2.7 apg.; Taylor Griffin, SF, sr., 6.5 
ppg..

Key losses: 6-11 Longar Lon-
gar, C, 11.4 ppg., 5.6 rpg.; 6-5 Da-
vid Godbold, G, 7.7 ppg.

Synopsis: Returning experi-
ence will be coupled with tal-
ented newcomers this season 
for Oklahoma, who edged Texas 
in the pre-season coaches poll.

The Sooners return nearly 
70 percent of their scoring, re-
bounding and assist production 
from last year. Power forward 
Blake Griffin is the pre-season 
Big 12 player of the year after 
nearly averaging a double-dou-
ble in his injury-riddled fresh-
man season. 

The 6-foot-10 Griffin 
sprained the MCL in his left 
knee and was out for two weeks 
in January, then partially tore the 
MCL in his right knee on March 
1. He returned to the court six 

days later for the team’s final reg-
ular-season game, and elected 
to return for another collegiate 
season despite being a potential 
top-10 NBA draft pick.

Freshman Willie Warren 
should provide an instant scor-
ing complement. The 6-foot-
4 combo guard poured in 23 
points at the Mar. 26 McDon-
ald’s All-American game, and 
was voted the pre-season Big 12 
Freshman of the Year.

Several junior college trans-
fers should provide depth in 
the post, including 6-foot-11, 
267-pound center Orlando Al-
len. The sophomore has been 
hampered by injuries and did 
not play last season.

2. Texas
Last year: 31-7, 13-3 Big 12; 

lost in the Elite Eight to Mem-
phis, 85-67.

Returning starters: 4
Key Returners: 6-7 SF Dami-

on James, so., 13.2 ppg, 10.3 rpg.; 

5-11 SG A.J. Abrams, sr., 16.5 
ppg.; 6-10 PF Connor Atchley, 
sr., 9.5 ppg., 5.3 rpg; 6-2 PG Justin 
Mason, jr., 7.1 ppg., 3 apg..

Key losses: 6-0 PG D.J. Au-
gustin, 19.2 ppg., 5.8 apg.

Synopsis: The Longhorns 
have just one freshman one the 
team, 6-foot-2 combo guard Va-
rez Ward.

Ward figures into the lineup 
as a reserve, but Texas appears 
to have returned more than 
enough talent to overcome the 
loss D.J. Augustin.

Other than Augustin – the 
ninth overall selection in last 
year’s NBA Draft, the Longhorns 
lost two seldom-used reserves. 
The UT frontcourt is deep, while 
the backcourt returns sharp-
shooter A.J. Abrams and two-
year starter Justin Mason. 

Power forward Connor 
Atchley is back, while versatile 
small forward Damion James 
figures to take on an even larger 
role after averaging a double-

double as a freshman. Junior 
Dexter Pittman, Texas’ 6-foot-10 
298-pound center, is vastly im-
proved according to coaches.

Highly-touted sophomore 
forward Gary Johnson made 
four starts last season after being 
cleared to play from an unspeci-
fied heart condition. Sopho-
mores Matt Hill and Clint Chap-
man, like Athcley and Pittman, 
are both 6-foot-10 big men who 
will come off the bench. Chap-
man played in 35 of the team’s 
38 games, averaging 6.6 min-
utes. Hill, the 2006 Nebraska Mr. 
Basketball, missed last season 
with a heel injury.

3. Kansas (tie)
Last year: 37-3, 13-3 Big 12; 

Won the NCAA Tournament, 
beating Memphis, 75-68 in OT.

Returning starters: 1
Key returners: 5-11 G Sher-

ron Collins, jr., 8.9 ppg., 2.8 apg.; 
6-11 C Cole Aldrich, so., 2.8 ppg., 
3.3. rpg.

Key losses: 6-6 SG Brandon 
Rush, 13.5 ppg., 5.9 rpg.; 6-1 
PG Mario Chalmers, 12.2 ppg., 
4.3 apg.; 6-9 PF Darrell Arthur, 
13.1 ppg., 6.3 rpg.; 6-8 PF Dar-
nell Jackson, 11.4 ppg., 6.9 rpg.; 
PG Russell Robinson, 8.7 ppg., 
3.7 apg; 6-11 C Sasha Kaun, 6.6 
pph., 3.4 rpg.

Synopsis: The two key con-
tributors from last year’s title 
run will be surrounded by a new 
cast. Kansas lost five NBA draft 
picks, including juniors guard 
Mario Chalmers and Brandon 
Rush, and sophomore forward 
Darrell Arthur – the Jawhawks 
top-three scorers. Dynamic ju-
nior point guard Sherron Col-
lins is the team’s lone returning 
starter, and might need to carry 
the young team while it gains 
experience.

He is said to be fully re-
covered from off-season ar-
throscopic knee surgery, while 
sophomore center Cole Aldrich 
is healthy and ready to accept 

: Traditional powers compete with upstarts
BIG 12

PREVIEW
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larger role.
“I don’t think we’re very good 

right now at all,” coach Bill Self 
said at Big 12 Media Day. “I do 
think we have a chance to get 
good, because I think we have 
some nice pieces.”

Aldrich was little more than 
a relief specialist last season, 
playing sparingly.  But the 6-
foot-11, Bloomington, Minn. 
prep proved his mettle in the 
Final Four with eight points, 
seven rebounds and four blocks 
in 17 minutes. Aldrich hadn’t 
played more than five minutes 
in a tournament game since a 
first-round blowout of Portland 
State, but stayed on the floor 
because of his assertiveness on 
defense.

Six newcomers were Rivals.
com four-star recruits. Six-foot-
3 combo guard Tyshawn Taylor 
and 6-foot-8, 225-pound small 
forward Marcus Morris are 
freshmen, as well as 6-foot-9 
forward/center Markief Morris 
and 6-foot-5 slasher Travis Rel-
eford.

Junior-transfer Mario Little, 
a 6-5 small forward, was voted 
as the pre-season Big 12 New-
comer of the Year. Another ju-
nior college transfer, 6-foot-3 
point guard Tyrone Appleton, is 
also expected to figure into the 
rotation.

3. Baylor (tie)
Last year: 21-11, 9-7 Big 12; 

lost in first round of NCAA Tour-
nament to Purdue, 90-79.

Returning starters: 4
Key returners: 6-1 PG Curtis 

Jerrells, 15.3 ppg., 3.5 rpg.; 6-9 PF 
Kevin Rogers, sr., 12.3 ppg., 8.5 
rpg.; 6-0 SG Henry Dugat, 12.2 
ppg., 4.1 rpg.; C Josh Lomers, jr., 
3.7 ppg., 2.2 rpg; 6-4 SG Lace-
Darius Dunn, so., 13.6 ppg., 4.1 
rpg.; 5-11 PG Tweety Carter, jr., 
9.6 ppg.

Key losses: G Aaron Bruce, 
8.4 ppg., 1.7 rpg.

Synopsis: Baylor returns the 
core of its reputation-busting 
2008 NCAA Tournament team, 
which was only the fourth in the 
last 102 years of the program to 
win 20 games. The Bears had 
just one other NCAA Tourna-
ment trip (1988) in the last 58 
years, but are likely to repeat the 
feat this season.

Starting guard Aaron Bruce 
exhausted his eligibility, but the 
departure barely thinned an al-
ready crowded back court. The 
team’s second-leading scorer, 
shooting guard LaceDarius 
Dunn, came off the bench the 
entire season, averaging 13.6 
points in 22 minutes a game.

Reserve Tweety Carter, a 
5-foot-11 point guard, was the 
team’s fourth leading scorer, 
averaging 9.6 points in 25.8 
minutes a game. The Bears re-
turn just over 86 percent of their 
scoring and rebounding from 
last season.

The team relies on the three-
point shot, and will need to ad-
just to an extended three-point 
line this season.

5. Texas A&M
Last year: 25-11, 8-8 Big 12; 

loss in second round of NCAA 
Tournament to UCLA, 51-49.

Returning starters:
Key returners: 6-7 SG Josh 

Carter, sr., 12.2 ppg., 3.9 rpg.; 6-
3 PG Donald Sloan, jr., 9.5 ppg., 
3.4 apg.; 6-9 PF Bryan Davis, jr., 
8.7 ppg., 4.9 rpg.

Key losses: 7-0 C DeAndre 
Jordan, 7.9 ppg., 6.0 rpg.; 6-9 F/C 
Joseph Jones, 10.3 ppg., 5.4 rpg.; 
6-3 G Dominique Kirk, 8.4 ppg., 
3.6 apg.

Synopsis: UCLA knocked 
the Aggies out of the NCAA 
Tournament last year on a float-
ing layup with 9.5 seconds left 
by Darren Collison.

Texas A&M lost a 10-point 
lead that game, which was the 
last for three A&M starters.

Freshman center DeAndre 
Jordan made himself available 
in the NBA draft, though he was 
a raw talent who would have 
been the Aggies’ centerpiece 
player this season.

Second-year coach Mark 
Turgeon will need to piece to-
gether returning experience 
with youth immediately. Slight 
6-foot-9 freshman David Lou-
beau, a 215-pound power for-
ward, and fellow frosh Deshan 
Harris, a 6-foot point guard, 
are four-star recruits who must 
contribute immediately.

6. Oklahoma State
Last year: 17-16, 7-9 Big 12; 

lost in the first round of NIT.

Returning starters: 4
Key returners: 6-6 SG James 

Anderson, so., 13.3 ppg; 6-5 SG 
Obi Muonelo, jr., 9.8 ppg.; 5-11 
PG Byron Eaton, sr., 11.5 ppg., 
3.5 apg.; 6-5 Terrel Harris, sr., 
10.5 ppg., 4.2 rpg; 6-11 C Ibrahi-
ma Thomas, so., 6 ppg., 4.1 rpg.

Key loss: 6-9 SF Marcus 
Dove, 9.5 ppg., 5.7 rpg.  

Synopsis: Former Massa-
chusetts coach Travis Ford in-
herits a group of experienced 
competitors in his first season 
as head coach.

Versatile 6-foot-6 sopho-
more  James Anderson is back 
after averaging a team-lead-
ing 13.3 points per game, while 
backcourt mates Obi Muonelo, 
Byron Eaton and Terrell Harris 
also return for Ford’s uptempo 
offense.

An under-sized team will 
need to overcome  a constant 
rebounding and size disadvan-
tage, but Ford said at Big 12 me-
dia day that he will always try to 
use his nine best players.

“Whoever they are – we’re 
not really concerned about it 
right now until we go out and 
recruit and get the players we 
need,” said the former Kentucky 
guard, who replaced longtime 
friend Sean Sutton.

Sutton served as head coach 
for one season after taking over 
for his dad, Eddie, who had led 
the Cowboys for 17 seasons. 
According to the Tulsa World, 
Sean Sutton played on the high 
school AAU team coached by 
Ford’s father, and temporarily 
lived with the family.

7. Missouri
Last year: 16-16, 6-10 Big 12.
Returning starters: 4
Key returners: 6-9 PF Leo 

Lyons, sr., 13.1 ppg., 6.7 rpg.; 6-8 
SF DeMarre Carroll, sr., 13 ppg., 
5.7 rpg.; 6-7 SG Matt Lawrence, 
sr., 8.8 ppg.; 6-3 PG J.T. Tiller, jr., 
6.8 ppg.

Key loss: 6-1 PG Stefhon 
Hannah, 14.7 ppg., 5 apg.; 6-2 G 
Keon Lawrence, 11 ppg.

Synopsis: The Tigers could 
finish with a losing record and 
still have a better season than in 
2007-08.

Former starter Keon Law-

see STORY on PAGE 10

Tyrone Appleton and the Kansas Jayhawks will try to defend a national champion-
ship but will have to reload after losing five players to the NBA. Oklahoma, Texas 
and Baylor are expected to compete with the Jayhawks for the Big 12 title. 
Photo: Associated Press/Charlie Riedel
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rence transferred to Seton Hall, but 
Missouri players stayed out of the 
headlines this summer.

Before last season began, start-
ing forward DeMarre Carroll was shot 
while trying to break up a fight, 2006-07 
leading rebounder and starting center 
Kalen Grimes was arrested for assault-
ing a man with the butt of a shotgun, 
and reserve Darryl Butterfield was ar-
rested after allegedly punching an ex-
girlfriend. In late January, leading-scorer 
Stefhon Hannah broke his jaw in a bar 
fight after which he and starting guard 
Jason Horton were arrested. The tan-
dem pled guilty to assaulting a kitchen 
worker at a Columbia nightclub.

The frontcourt pair of Carroll and 
Leo Lyons, as well as three-point spe-
cialist Matt Lawrence will help ease the 
tumoltuous transition for third-year 
coach Mike Anderson. Junior college 
transfer Zaire Taylor, a 6-foot-4 guard, 
sat out last season after starting for two 
years at Delaware.

8. Kansas State
Last year: 21-12, 10-6 Big 12; lost in 

the second round of the NCAA Tourna-
ment, 72-55.

Returning starters: 1
Key Returners:  6-0 PG Jacob Pullen, 

so., 9.7 ppg., 3.2 apg.
Key losses: 6-10 PF Michael Beasley, 

26.2 ppg., 12.4 rpg.; 6-6 SF Bill Walker, 
16.1 ppg., 6.3 rpg.; 6-4 SG Clent Stewart, 
6.7 ppg., 3 apg.; 6-2 PG Blake Young, 5.8 
ppg., 3.5 rpg.

Synopsis: Three AAU teammates 
of Michael Beasley, the second over-
all NBA draft pick, are still on campus, 
including anticipated starters, 6-foot-5 
small forward Dominique Sutton and 
6-foot-7 power forward Jamar Samuels. 
Both players spent half of last season 
at prep school to make themselves 
eligible. Samuels redshirted last season. 
Sutton played in 19 games after being 
cleared to play on Dec. 26. He made 
eight starts, including the last four 
games of the season.

Fellow AAU teammate Ron An-
derson, a 6-foot-8, 255-pound power 
forward, started in six of the first eight 
games but became a reserve. Sopho-
more point guard Jacob Pullen played 
in every game last season, and will be 
joined in the backcourt by Miami trans-
fer Denis Clemente.

The 6-foot-1 shooting guard sat out 
last season after averaging 9.8 points as 
a sophomore.

9. Nebraska
Last year: 20-13, 7-9 Big 12.
Returning starters: 4
Key returners: 5-11 PG Steve Harley, 

9.1 ppg.; 6-5 SG Ade Dagunduro, 8.9 
ppg., 3.6 rpg.; 6-4 SG Ryan Anderson, 
8.4 ppg., 5.3 rpg.; 5-7 PG Cookie Miller, 
6.1 ppg.; 6-3 PG Sek Henry 5.9 ppg., 3.1 
apg.

Key loss: 6-11 C Aleks Maric, 15.7 
ppg., 10.2 rpg.

Synopsis: The Cornhuskers’ four-
guard rotation lost its man in the mid-
dle, center Aleks Maric.

Third-year coach Doc Sadler has so 
few options in the frontcourt that all he 
can do is joke about it.

“Everyone knows we don’t have 
one, so they quit asking about it,” Sadler 
was quoted as saying by the Lincoln-
Journal Star.

The tallest player on the roster being 
6-foot-9 sophomore Alex Chapman, 
who is still recovering from arthroscop-
ic knee surgery. Chapman redshirted 
last season after suffering a knee injury.

Obstacles arose to prevent any con-

tribution from two NU recruits, 7-foot-
er Christopher Niemann and 6-foot-11 
Jorge Diaz. Niemann was ruled ineli-
gible this season after the NCAA ruled 
that his German club team is consid-
ered professional.

Diaz did not gain admission to the 
school after failing to meet the school’s 
English proficiency requirements. Red-
shirt freshman Alonzo Edwards is listed 
at 6-foot-7, 230 pounds, and will imme-
diately see playing time.

10. Texas Tech
Last year: 16-15, 7-9 Big 12;
Returning starters: 4
Key returners: 6-3 SG Allen Voskuil, 

sr., 13.1 ppg., 3.8 rpg.; 5-11 PG John 
Roberson, so., 12.3 ppg., 3.3 apg.; 6-6 SF 
Mike Singletary, so., 7.3 ppg; Key loss: 6-
5 SG Martin Zeno, 16 ppg., 3 apg.

Synopsis: Second-year coach Pat 
Knight has no proven options in the 
frontcourt.

Damir Suljagic and Trever Cook 
are each 6-foot-9, big bodied power 
forwards who combined for 28 starts 
last season, averaging a combined 9.8 
points and 6.4 rebounds. Senior 7-foot-
er Esmir Rizvic averaged 13 minutes a 
game last season, while 6-foot-9 Serbi-

an junior college transfer Darko Coha-
darevic could provide another option 
at forward.

Swingman Corbin Ray, a 6-foot-7 
freshman, is expected to contribute im-
mediately.

12. Colorado
Last year: 12-20, 3-13 Big 12;
Returning starters: 2
Key returners: 6-5 SG Cory Higgins, 

so., 8.3 ppg., 4.3 rpg.; 6-6 SF Jermyl Jack-
son-Wilson, sr., 4.7 ppg.

Key losses: 6-6 SG Richard Roby, 17 
ppg., 6.7 rpg.; 6-2 PG Marcus Hall, 14 
ppg., 4 apg.; 6-5 G Xavier Silas, 9.7 ppg., 
3.3 rpg.

Synopsis: Former Denver Nuggets 
coach Jeff Bzdelik enters his second 
season with a large recruiting class that 
will see immediate action.

The Buffaloes lost their three top 
scores from last season. Guard Xavier 
Silas was released in February for un-
disclosed reasons, while guards Rich-
ard Roby and Marcus Hall graduated 
from the program.

Freshman Toby Veal, a 6-foot-7 225-
pound forward, was heavily recruited 
after averaging 20 points and 15 re-
bounds as a senior prep in Georgia.

BIG 12
from PAGE 9 
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: Cyclones’ leader ready for final season

By Matt Gubbels
Daily Staff Writer

In last season’s win over 
the top-seeded Kansas State 
Wildcats in the Big 12 Tourna-
ment, guard Heather Ezell hit a 
tournament-record eight three-
pointers and scored 26 points. 

But when asked about what 
Ezell means to the ISU women’s 
basketball team, coach Bill Fen-
nelly talked about a totally differ-
ent situation during that game.

“The greatest play she made 
was fouling out,” Fennelly said, 
about a play in which Ezell was 
forced to foul to send Kansas 
State to the line and keep Iowa 
State in the game, and with a 
chance to win. “She fouled out 

of the game to keep her team in 
the game, and there are not a lot 
of young people that would do 
that. That’s an example to what 
kind of teammate she is and 
how committed she is.” 

Ezell was the only player not 
to play in the Championship 
game that was named to the all-
tournament team after hitting 
17 treys in three games. She also 
had 19 points in the Cyclones’ 
second round loss to Rutgers. 

“She came on strong in the 
last part of the season,” guard 
Alison Lacey said. “If she is in 
that zone where she is hitting 
shots, it’s hard to stop her.” 

Ezell will hope to continue 
the hot streak she had at the end 
of the 2007-’08 season as the Cy-
clones take to the floor to open 
their new campaign Sunday. 
She is only 71 points away from 
becoming one of Iowa State’s 
19 1,000-point career scorers. 
She has also started more than 
75 percent of the games in her 

career and needs one three-
pointer to reach 200-mark in 
her career. 

Fennelly said Ezell is a great 
shooter, but that is not all she 
does on the floor for the Cy-
clones. 

“Obviously she came to the 
forefront last year during the Big 
12 Tournament and the NCAA 
Tournament, when the basket 
looked huge and she made ev-
erything she looked at,” Fen-
nelly said. “Heather has been 
through a lot, she’s another kid 
that probably has done a lot of 
things for this team that very 
few people notice, including the 
defensive end.”

Ezell is one of five seniors on 
a team that returns every player 
that played major minutes in a 
second-round NCAA Tourna-
ment game.

Ezell said it is not often that a 
team returns that many seniors, 
and she would like to go farther 
than last season.

“That’s definitely something 
we will think about, but right 
now we’re just really concen-
trating on getting the season 
going,” Ezell said. “We all have 
team goals that we set that we 
want to accomplish. We have to 
start from day one and not think 
ahead though.”

If Ezell can build on her 
success from late last season, 
the Cyclones may have a good 
chance to reach those goals 
and play well in the tough Big 
12 Conference, where they were 
picked third this season.

Ezell said it is the work the 
team has done when people are 
not watching that gets the team 
to that point.

“The coaches aren’t there to 
say ‘do this’ and ‘do that,’ that’s 
what this team is all about,” Ezell 
said. 

“We go the extra mile — in 
the offseason, in the preseason 
— doing things when no one 
else is watching.” 

Sharp-shooter 
takes lessons 
from last year 
into new season

HEATHER

EZELL

Heather Ezell needs only 71 points to become the 
nineteenth player in ISU history to hit 1,000 points on 
her career. Photo: Josh Harrell/Iowa State Daily
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From left: Denae Stuckey, Genesis Lightbourne, Nicky Wieben and Alison Lacey 
provide a solid foundation for an experienced ISU women’s basketball team. The 
Cyclones return everyone who played significant minutes on an NCAA Tourna-
ment team last season, and return two injured starters from the year before. “We 
have a lot of experience coming back,” Wieben said.  File photo/Iowa State Daily

Depth is Cyclones’ biggest 
strength for 2008 season
By Matt Gubbels
Daily Staff Writer

The ISU women’s basketball team has one 
thing going for them this season that only one 
other Big 12 team — Missouri — does. 

The Cyclones return every player that played 
a major role on last season’s second-round NCAA 
Tournament squad, and added four freshmen to 
the roster as well. 

“We have a lot of experience coming back; we 
have five seniors on the team,” senior forward 
Nicky Wieben said. “We have a lot of different op-
tions.” 

Iowa State reached the NCAA Tournament last 
season, despite season-ending knee injuries to 
both Wieben and fellow post player Toccara Ross. 
Both players are back now and are added to the 
mix in the post with fellow seniors Amanda Nisleit 
and Jocelyn Anderson, who both made big strides 
at the end of the 2007-’08 season. 

The Cyclones also have a backcourt that in-
cludes all-conference guard Alison Lacey, as well 
as double-figure scores Heather Ezell and Kelsey 
Bolte, which gives coach Bill Fennelly plenty of op-
tions to draw from. 

“A lot of stuff is going to change this year,” 
Bolte said. “We have so many good players on our 
team that can do anything and play on any given 
night.” 

With a non-conference schedule that includes 
three tough in-state opponents, as well as tough 
mid-major teams Creighton and San Diego State 
and defending National runner-up Stanford, and 
SEC favorite Vanderbilt, the Cyclones will need to 
be flexible and able to adjust to different styles. 

“I think having a lot of depth on the team, we 
will be able to come in and hopefully try and stop 
whatever they bring to the court,” Wieben said. 

Fennelly said this team has the ability to adjust 

more quickly to different teams but taking a back 
seat to others on nights will take some willingness 
from players.

“You can mix and match, but your best play-
ers are going to play,” Fennelly said. “Flexibility is 
one thing, but it has to be flexibility with your key 
people; someone’s not going to play as many min-
utes as they played last yea; and are you willing to 
sacrifice some minutes for the betterment of the 
group? 

“It’s the very first time that we can go through 
our depth chart and have two people at every po-
sition, possibly,” Fennelly said. 

Iowa State had to slow the pace of its offense 
late last season because they only had a six-player 
rotation, for the most part. The Cyclones now add 
Wieben and Ross back into the mix, and two fresh-
men are expected to man the point guard position. 
Eight of the players that are coming back scored in 
double figures at some point last season. 

Fennelly compared the situation his team is in 
to a situation the North Carolina men’s basketball 
team was in, in 2005, when they returned their 
entire team, talking about something he had read 
that was written by Tar Heel’s coach Roy Williams. 

“Most players want to play 40 minutes a game, 
but if you’re playing 30 minutes harder and taking 
three less shots but better shots when you’re fresh, 
ironically, your numbers can go up, and that’s what 
I have to convince our team of,” Fennelly said. 
“Our team could be better, if you step aside for six 
minutes, and whether or not our players believe 
that and buy into that, that will be the challenge.” 

Fennelly also said the leadership of the senior 
class will have a lot to do with Iowa State’s success 
as well. 

“The key to our team will be without question 
the play and leadership of our senior class,” Fen-
nelly said. “How hard do we play? How do we lead 
in a direction that this team needs to be led?” 



The freshmen class

By Nate Sandell
Daily Staff Writer

With the Cyclones returning 11 
players from last season, playing time 
for the freshmen class would appear to 
be at a premium.

But nagging injuries of several of 
the team’s top players — Alison Lacey, 
Nicky Wieben, Toccara Ross, Heather 
Ezell — could force some of the fresh-
men into a starting role at the onset of 
the new season.

“If we had a game tonight, [fresh-
man] Whitney Williams would be the 
point guard. [Freshman] Alexis Yackley 
would play with her,” coach Bill Fen-
nelly said. “That’s the weird part of our 
team. We have everyone back. We have 
seven starters and we’re probably going 
to have a freshman point guard.”

One of the main areas of concern 
this year, Fennelly pointed out, is trying 

to identify consistent point guard 
play. To remedy this situation, the 
Cyclones are hoping to rely on the 
two freshmen guards.

 While playing for the Texas 
Home Educators Sports Asso-
ciation, Williams, a 5-foot-7-inch 
guard out of Ft. Worth, Texas, 
earned homeschool All-American 
honors four times and led her team 
to back-back national home-
school championships.

Williams is excited to have the 
opportunity to start right away.

“It makes me feel pretty good that 
[Fennelly] has that much confidence in 
me,” Williams said. “Obviously I’m try-
ing to learn everything I can from him.”

Sharing time with Williams at the 
point will be fellow freshman Yackley.

Named the 2008 South Dakota Ga-
torade Player of the Year, Yackley was 
one of South Dakota’s top high school 
athletes. She set the Sully Buttes high 
school record in assists and steals, and 
was a McDonald’s All-American nomi-
nee last season.

Also new to the team this year are 
freshmen Ashley Arlen and Claire 

Rockall. Arlen, winner of Iowa first-
team all-state honors in 2008, will back 
up a solid Cyclone front court. 

Rockall provides the Cyclones with 
a little more international flair, joining 
the team all the way from Oranmore, 
Ireland. The Irish point guard adds ad-
ditional depth to Iowa State’s guard 
corps. This year’s freshmen find them-
selves in a unique situation, joining 
with a team that has only one sopho-
more — Kelsey Bolte.

Despite the veteran team, gelling 
with the team hasn’t been a problem 
for the freshmen.

“We all fit in very well with 
each other,” Yackley said. “We all 
appreciate each other’s strengths 
and accept each other for our spe-
cial skills, on and off the court.”

Fennelly stressed the impor-
tance of the veteran team embrac-
ing the newcomers, which he has 
been impressed with so far.

“I told all the seniors, you might 
not like the freshman, but she’s the 
one who’s going to throw you the 
damn ball, so you better like her,” 
Fennelly said.

“If you’re good and you work hard, 
you gain people’s respect pretty easy. 
When [the freshmen] are winning every 
sprint, every race, every preseason con-
ditioning drill we do, that gets people’s 
attention.”

Part of the reason for the freshmen’s 
quick transition has come from their 
opportunity to spend the last five 
months together. 

In 2000 the NCAA, in attempt to 
help raise graduation rates, enacted a 
rule that allows freshmen to arrive on 
campus early. Fennelly called the rule 
“absolutely, positively one of the best 

things ever.”
The freshmen showed up on cam-

pus in June and spent the summer 
training, taking classes and hanging out 
with their teammates. 

By being able to work out with the 
rest of the team during the summer, 
the freshmen “assimilate in very easy 
manner,” Fennelly said. “It’s just them 
and their teammates and a strength 
coach.”

Arlen said the upperclassmen, 
like her roommate Kelsey Bolte, were 
very helpful in showing the freshmen 
around campus and helping out with 
scheduling.

Although the freshmen class is sure 
to make some impact this season, the 
key to success is more long-term.

“Everyone asks about how good 
they’re going to be. The challenge is go-
ing to be what they do three, four years 
from now,” Fennelly said.

Regardless of what the future holds, 
Yackley said the freshmen are more 
than willing to do what they can for the 
veteran team.

 “Whatever role that entails, we’re 
there for it,” Yackley said. 
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Alexis Yackely was the 2008 South Dakota Gatorade Player of the Year and 
McDonald’s All-American nominee. Photo: Shing Kai Chan/Iowa State Daily

Whitney Williams was a homeschool All-American in high school, winning mul-
tiple national homeschool championships. Photo: Shing Kai Chan/Iowa State Daily
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Freshman expect to 
see playing time on 
experienced team
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By Travis J. Cordes
Daily Staff Writer

If there is any question as to whether interna-
tional basketball experience translates into suc-
cess in the American collegiate scene, ISU junior 
Alison Lacey has certainly provided a convincing 
answer. 

A native of Canberra, Australia, Lacey has 
made significant contributions to the Cyclones in 
just two seasons in Ames, and did so last season 
without even playing her natural position. 

After the departure of star point guard Lind-
sey Medders two seasons ago, Iowa State was left 
scrambling for someone to fill the giant hole she 
had left. Lacey, a natural wing player — the posi-
tion she played her freshman season — stepped 
up for the Cyclones and ran the offense from a po-
sition she wouldn’t normally play. Lacey started all 
34 games of the 2007-’08 season, and led the Cy-
clones with 14.2 points and 4.3 assists per game. 

CLAIRE

ROCKALL

By Travis J. Cordes
Daily Staff Writer

If a list were made of things that come to mind 
when thinking of Ireland, a few certainties would 
appear at the top: rolling green landscapes, cool 
and rainy weather, soccer, the town pub, and per-
haps a pint of Guinness. 

But where would basketball fit in? Probably 
somewhere near number 368. 

In a game that has been dominated by the 
Americans for the majority of the past century, and 
especially the women’s game in recent decades, a 
higher level of competition is to be expected in the 
United States. And that’s exactly why freshman 
guard Claire Rockall left a country not known for 
great basketball and jumped the pond this fall to 
begin her college career at Iowa State. 

“It has always been my dream to come play 
basketball in America,” Rockall said. “The stan-
dard of play is so much better here, and I want to 

Australian native Alison Lacey, left, and Irish native Claire Rockall made the trip 
from overseas to attend and play for Iowa State. Lacey is a senior who led the Cy-
clones with 14.2 points per game last season, while Rockall is a freshman hoping 
to make her mark on the team. Photo: Jon Lemons/Iowa State Daily

Irish guard arrives in hopes 
of stronger competition

Australian guard trying
to cement her Cyclone legacy

see IRISH on PAGE 19see AUSSIE on PAGE 19
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have the chance to play with the best in 
the game.” 

A native of Oranmore, Ireland, Rock-
all played on the Ireland U18 National 
Team for two years, and was the starting 
point guard on the Irish team in the 2007 
U18 European Championship tourna-
ment. She was also named the MVP of 
the 2007 National U19 ‘A’ Schools Cup, af-
ter accumulating 25 points, 10 rebounds, 
12 steals and eight assists in the quarter-
final, as well as scoring 39 of her team’s 78 
points in the finals. 

While she does not expect to see vast 
differences in the way the game itself is 
played, Rockall knows there is plenty to 
learn about basketball, both on and off 
the court. 

“The styles of play are pretty similar, 
but there’s a lot more knowledge over 
here,” Rockall said. 

“The training is more intense, but 
I knew that was going to happen, and 
that’s a big reason why I wanted to come 
here.” 

Rockall is the second international 
player to be added to the Cyclones’ roster 
in the past two years, as she joins Can-
berra, Australia-native Alison Lacey to 

make Iowa State’s own trans-continental 
tag team. Adjusting to a new society and 
school, let alone a new type of basketball, 
can be difficult for anyone, and Rockall 
has taken advantage of having Lacey 
around to help in the adapting process. 

“Aus approached me when I first got 
here, knowing we’re both international 
players,” Rockall said. “She talked to me 
about her experiences here when she 
first came, which has helped me a lot so 
far.” 

So how does an international player 
like Rockall find her way to the middle of 
the Midwest? 

With veteran coach Bill Fennelly at 
the helm, the program has established 
several relationships and connections 
throughout the country. And as Rockall 
is testament to the relationships reaching 
abroad as well. 

“I did not go over there and see her 
in person,” Fennelly said. “Basically, we 
heard of her by word of mouth, from 
coaches I knew and other people who 
had heard about her. Claire is a very good 
athlete; she runs hard and she has ad-
justed really, really well so far. She’s not 
ready yet, but she’s certainly someone 
that we’re really excited to have with this 
program.” 
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Despite leading the Cy-
clones to the second round of 
the NCAA tournament as the 
point guard last season, Lacey 
will move back to the wing for 
her junior year. 

“I did what I had to do last 
year to help the team by run-
ning the point,” said Lacey. “But 
now we have two good fresh-
men playing point guard, and 
I’m excited to teach them what I 
learned from last year and to see 
what I can do from the wing.” 

Switching positions at the 
Division I collegiate level can 
be a tough transition for even 
the most gifted of athletes, but 
can also be especially frustrating 
when you don’t even have the 
opportunity to get in the gym to 
practice. 

As of the start of fall practice, 
Lacey had yet to pick up a bas-
ketball. A recurring hip problem 
has plagued the guard ever since 
the end of last season. 

“She gutted it out with this 
injury at the end of last season, 

and we’ve been really ultra con-
servative with her this fall,’ said 
coach Bill Fennelly. “But it’s an 
injury that’s kind of like a high 
ankle sprain. It doesn’t seem de-
habilitating, but it’s just annoy-
ing enough that you can’t play 
with it. Hopefully this amount of 
rest will have her ready by Nov. 
16, when we start the season.” 

If the season had begun in 
mid-October, Fennelly said Lac-
ey would not have even suited 
up with the rest of the team. The 
injury has severely restricted 
her involvement with the team 
in the fall, and she also missed 
the first few days of practice 
while she returned to Australia 
for her sister’s wedding. Lacey 
had hopes of being able to step 
on the court shortly after she re-
turned from down under. 

“It’s been really frustrating,” 
said Lacey. “I hate sitting out; I 
hate not doing stuff for the team, 
and it’s probably been the most 
frustrating time I’ve had since 
I got here. But now it’s all about 
getting ready for the season, so 
I’m willing to do whatever I have 

to do right now to be ready for 
the season.” 

Lacey joins a long list of Cy-
clones nursing injuries, along 
with seniors Nicky Wieben, Toc-
cara Ross and Heather Ezell. All 
except Ross are expected to be 
on the court when the season 
begins. 

Rockall was the starting point guard on the Irish team in the 2007 U18 European Championship 
Tournament. She scored 39 of her team’s 78 points in the final. Now she will have to adjust to a 
new culture and new style of basketball. Photo: Shing Kai Chan/Iowa State Daily

AUSSIE from PAGE 18 

Lacey has been both-
ered by a recurring hip 
problem since the end 
of last season. Shing Kai 
Chan/Iowa State Daily
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By Matt Gubbels
Daily Staff Writer

In order of predicted finish:

1. Oklahoma 
Last year: second round of 

NCAA Tournament
Returning starters: four
Key returners: C Courtney 

Paris (18.6 ppg, 15.0 rpg), F Ash-
ley Paris (11.3, 7.9 rpg), G Dani-
elle Robinson (12.2 ppg, 4.1 apg, 
2.2 spg)

Key loss: G Jenna Plumley 
(7.8 ppg, 64 3’s)

Synopsis: The Sooners 
would have returned their entire 
team, but Plumley was arrested 
on suspicion of petty larceny 
and suspended for the season. 
Plumley eventually decided to 
go to Lamar and leave Okla-
homa. That leaves the Soon-
ers with a glaring hole as far as 
three-point shooters to draw 
defenses off of the dominant 
Paris twins. Robinson stepped 
in as a true freshman last year 
and performed admirably at 
point guard.

“I said a number of times the 
air in the gym has been really 
good and it’s been clear we’ve 
been working and learning,” 
coach Sherry Collect said.

2. Texas 
Last year: second round of 

NCAA Tournament
Returning starters: four
Key returners: F Ashley Lind-

sey (11.0 ppg, 6.7 rpg, 2.7 bpg), G 
Brittainey Raven (15.2 ppg)

Key loss: G Erneisha Bailey 
(7.6 ppg, 4.7 rpg)

Synopsis: After a rough start 
to conference play, the Long-
horns won five of their last six 
games to make the NCAA Tour-
nament, including a run to the 
semifinals of the Big 12 Tourna-
ment. Raven was a big part of 
that and also will receive help 
on the perimeter this season 
with the return of injured sharp-

shooter Erika Arrarian.
“That really just changes the 

game for us in that it spreads the 
floor out and will open up driv-
ing lanes for Brittainey,” coach 
Gail Goestenkors said.

Lindsey was the second-
leading shot blocker in the 
league last season as well.

3. Iowa State
Last year: second round of 

NCAA Tournament
Returning starters: five
Key returners: G Alison Lac-

ey (14.2 ppg, 4.3 apg), F Nicky 
Wieben (12.7 ppg, 5.6 rpg), G 
Kelsey Bolte (10.3 ppg, 5.5 rpg)

Key losses: none
Synopsis: The Cyclones are 

one of two teams in the confer-
ence that return every player 
that played a major role for 
them last season. Wieben and 
Toccara Ross are both returning 
from season-ending injuries. 

“We have six post players on 
our roster, and we’ve never had 
six post players,” coach Bill Fen-
nelly said. “Certainly depth in 
that area has been something 
that we’ve never had and could 
have used in the past in this 
league.” 

Alison Lacey was named 
second-team all conference but 
will switch from point guard to 
wing this season.

4. Baylor
Last year: second round of 

NCAA Tournament
Returning starters: four
Key returners: G Jhasmin 

Player (12.2 ppg, 6.0 rpg), F Ra-
chel Allison (13.1 ppg, 8.5 rpg)

Key loss: G Angela Tisdale 
(16.4 ppg, 3.3 apg)

Synopsis: The Bears return 
four starters from last season’s 
squad and get Player back, who 
was lost to an ACL injury 21 
games into the season.

“I’m looking forward to a 
great season,” Player said. “I 
feel like after I’ve gone through 

that I’m as battle-tested as any-
thing.”

Baylor did lose their lead-
ing scorer and passer in Angela 
Tisdale, which makes Player’s 
return even more important. 

“Losing only one player off 
last year’s team, expectations 
within our program are no dif-
ferent,” coach Kim Mulkey said. 
“But what you did lose is you lost 
an All-Big 12 performer.”

 5. Texas A&M 
Last year: Elite Eight of NCAA 

Tournament
Returning starters: three
Key returners: G Takia Starks 

(16.3 ppg), G/F Danielle Gant 
(14.7 ppg, 7.1 rpg)

Key losses: G A’Quonesia 
Franklin (7.9 ppg, 4.7 apg), G/F 
Morenike Atunrase (10.3 ppg, 
4.3 rpg)

Synopsis: The Aggies return 
their two leading scorers in Gant 
and Starks, whom were named 
preseason All-Big 12. A&M did 
lose its floor general in Frank-
lin and its ace off the bench in 
Atunrase, however, from a team 
that reached uncharted waters, 
losing to eventual champion 
Tennessee in the Oklahoma City 
regional final. The Aggies have 
brought in seven new faces to 
the team. 

“We’re excited about those 
kids, but the experience that 
we just graduated, that’s hard to 
replace kids that have done it,” 
coach Gary Blair said.

6. Oklahoma St.
Last year: Sweet 16 of NCAA 

Tournament
Returning starters: three
Key returners: G Andrea Ri-

ley (23.1 ppg, 4.1 apg, 3.0 spg), 
F Shaunte’ Smith (9.3 ppg, 9.0 
rpg)

Key losses: G Danielle Green 
(13.4 ppg, 7.4 rpg), G Maria Cor-
dero (9.3 ppg, 6.0 rpg)

Synopsis: In the last two 
years, the Cowboys have gone 

BIG 12

PREVIEW
Cyclones predicted third
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from 0-16 in the Big 12 to the 
Sweet 16 of the NCAA Tourna-
ment.

“We work hard all summer, 
all year to get there, finally when 
it was there it was like a dream 
come true to us,” guard Taylor 
Hardeman said.

Riley returns as the Big 12’s 
leading scorer, but the second 
and third leading scorers on 
the team, Green and Cordero, 
graduated.

“They had great attitudes, 
and that’s going to be a huge 
key to this team again this year,” 
coach Kurt Budke said. “Can we 
get the chemistry level back to 
where it was?”

7. Kansas State 
Last year: second round of 

NCAA Tournament
Returning starters: four
Key returners: G Shalee 

Lehning (11.3 ppg, 7.6 rpg, 6.3 
apg), F Marlies Gipson (11.7 
ppg, 7.5 rpg)

Key loss: G Kimberly Dietz 
(14.9 ppg, 73 3’s)

Synopsis: The Wildcats won 
the regular season conference 

championship last season, but 
Dietz went down with an injury 
in a loss to Iowa State in the Big 
12 Tournament. Her loss hurt 
the wildcats in the NCAA Tour-
nament as well.

“Kimberly Dietz was abso-
lutely phenomenal last year for 
us and was a big piece of our 
success,” coach Deb Patterson 
said. “But I love the core group 
of players we have returning.”

Lehning was named pre-
season all-conference and is 
considered one of the best all-
around players in the confer-
ence including leading in as-
sists.

8. Nebraska
Last year: second round of 

NCAA Tournament
Returning starters: four
Key returners: F Kelsey Grif-

fin (15.3 ppg, 7.2 rpg), G Yvonne 
Turner (8.4 ppg, 2.5 spg)

Key loss: F Danielle Page 
(12.0 ppg, 6.5 rpg, 2.4 bpg)

Synopsis: The Huskers re-
turn all but Page, who was their 
stalwart in the post last season. 
Griffin, however, is currently 

battling an ankle injury and is 
questionable for the start of the 
season. Nebraska does bring 
back their entire backcourt, 
though.

“We played 10 players es-
sentially double-digit minutes 
last year and nine of them are 
returning for us,” coach Connie 
Yori said. “I’m really pleased with 
the improvement of a number 
of our guards.”

9. Kansas
Last year: WNIT second 

round
Returning starters: four
Key returners: G Danielle 

McCray (14.9 ppg, 7.1 rpg), C 
Krysten Boogaard (9.4 ppg, 5.6 
rpg)

Key loss: F Taylor McIntosh 
(6.6 ppg, 6.8 rpg)

Synopsis: The Jayhawks re-
turn most of a team that came 
on strong at the end of last sea-
son and upset Nebraska in the 
first round of the Big 12 Tourna-
ment. Boogaard joins Sade Mor-
ris and McCray as a dangerous 
inside-outside combination. 

“We are individually player-

Iowa State’s Alison Lacey guards Kansas State’s Kimberly Dietz during a game 
last season. Kansas State is predicted to finish third in the Big 12 in 2008. File Photo: 
Iowa State
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to-player better, and in this 
league it’s better to get better 
every year,” coach Bonnie Hen-
rickson said.

Prized recruit Angel Go-
odrich, who was expected to 
play some at the point guard 
position, tore her ACL early on 
in practice.

“We all feel bad for her but 
we can’t feel bad for ourselves,” 
guard Sade Morris said.

10. Texas Tech
Last year: WNIT second 

round
Returning starters: four
Key returners: F Dominic 

Seals (13.9 ppg, 8.3 rpg), G Jor-
dan Murphree (9.8 ppg)

Key loss: C Erin Myrick (9.1 
ppg, 5.4 rpg)

Synopsis: Last season, Seals 
went from community college 
to Big 12 Newcomer of the Year, 
leading the Red Raiders to the 
postseason for the first time in 
three years. Seals does lose her 
cohort in the post, Myrick, but 
all of the shooters around her re-
turn from a team that had nine 

newcomers last season. 
“We obviously have a differ-

ent look in our eye as far as expe-
rience,” coach Kristy Curry said. 
“They know how to get from 
point A to point B on and off the 
floor a little better.”

11. Colorado 
Last year: WNIT Semifinals
Returning starters: two
Key returners: F Brittany 

Spears (13.9 ppg, 7.6 rpg), G/F 
Bianca Smith (9.8 ppg, 80 3’s)

Key losses: F Jackie McFar-
land (18.7 ppg, 8.2 rpg), F Aija 
Putnina (7.7 ppg, 6.6 rpg)

Synopsis: The Buffaloes lost 
their two premier post players in 
McFarland and Putnina and also 
undertook another hit when 
point guard Whitney Houston 
tore her ACL in workouts. 

“I would say that this is going 
to be my most challenging sea-
son of my career with the gradu-
ation of Jackie McFarland, and 
trying to evaluate this team and 
evaluate where our strengths 
are and exactly what Colorado 
basketball is going to be like this 

upcoming season,” coach Kathy 
McConnell-Miller said.

Spears was the conference 
freshman of the year last sea-
son.

12. Missouri 
Last year: no postseason
Returning starters: 5
Key returners: G Alyssa Hol-

lins (16.6 ppg, 90 3’s), F Jessra 
Johnson (13.5 ppg, 7.7 rpg)

Key loss: none
Synopsis: The Tigers, like 

Iowa State, return all five start-
ers and nearly every player who 
contributed to their team last 
season. Missouri was the only 
Big 12 team not to make the 
postseason, but did find a way 
to upset a ranked Oklahoma 
team in the first round of the Big 
12 Tournament.

“It’s interesting, because I 
feel like everyone’s returned bet-
ter in some way,” coach Cindy 
Stein said.

Hollins finished the 2007-
2008 season ranked fourth in 
the conference in scoring and 
first in three-point field goals 

Dominic Seals, a key returner for Texas Tech, averaged 13.9 points per game last 
season. File Photo: Iowa State Daily
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